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'rHE INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
PRESIDEN'r AREND D. LUBBERS 
OCTOBER 12, 1969 
SOME OLD HOPES FOR A NEW PLl\CE 
IT IS DIF'FICUL'J.1 TO GIVE A NEW COLLEGE IDENTITY. THIS PROBLEM 
IS ESPECIALLY PERPLEXING BECAUSE A GOOD EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 
SHOULD HAVE AN INDIVIDUALITY WHICH IT SH.i'.'1..RES WITH NO ONE ELSE. 
THE IDENTITY OF A COLLEGE IS LARGELY A QUES'l'ION OF FEELINGS. I'J.1 
IS PERHAPS THE NOS'rALGIC FEELING r HAT AN ALUMNUS I-:TAS WHEN HE THINKS 
BACK ON HIS COLLEGE YEARS. IDENTITY IS WHAT IS IN THE MINDS OF 
SCHOLARS AS THEY DECIDE THE COLLEGE TO WHICH THEY WANT TO DEDICA'l'E 
THE PRODUCTIVE YKi'.'1..RS OF THEIR LEARNING, RESEARCH AND TEACHING. 
A COLLEGE'S IDENTITY IS ON A YOUNGSTER'S MIND AS HE DECIDES 
THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH HE WILL SPEND FOUR YEARS OF HIS 
LIFE. PARENTS CONSIDER IDENTITY AS THEY HELP DETERMINE ONE OF THE 
MOST CRUCIAL PARTS OF THEIR CHILD'S LIFE: HIS EDUCATION. A COLLEGE'S 
IDENTITY CAN BE BAD AS WELL AS GOOD, A LIABILITY AS WELL AS AN ASSET. 
AND BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE, I'l' IS SOMETHING WHICH DESERVES SUSTAINED 
ATTENTION. A COLLEGE'S IDENTITY IS THE MARK OF DISTINCTION WHICH 
WILL CARRY IT TO SUCCESS AND RESPECT, OR WILL DEGRADE AND STULTIFY IT. 
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WHAT SHALL WE CONCERN OURSELVES WITH AS WE BUILD AN IDENTITY FOR 
GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE? A PART OF A COLLEGE'S INDIVIDUALITY 
IS ITS PHYSICAL PLANT: rrs BUILDINGS THE WAY IN WHICH THE BRICKS 
AND MORTAR ARE PUT 'l'OGETHER. HERE WE ARE VERY FORTUNATE. THE 
BUILDINGS THAT WE ARE DEDICATING TODAY ARE TWO OF MANY SPLENDID 
STRUCTURES ON THIS CAMPUS. WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR CAMPUS 
FACILITIES, AND THEIR UNIQUE ARCHITECTURE. OUR PRIDE IS EVIDENT 
IN THE WAY THAT THESE FACILITIES ARE BEING PRESERVED, AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE PRESERVED. THE BUILDINGS ON THIS TRAC'l' GIVE SOMETHING 

WITH WHICH A PERSON CAN IDENTIFY; THEY ARE NOT THE HARD AND STERILE 

SURROUNDINGS THAT SO MANY NEWLY BUILT COLLEGES FACE. 

ANOTHER PART OF A COLLEGE'S IDENTITY IS ITS LOCATION. AGAIN, WE 

ARE FORTUNATE FOR THE FORESIGHT OF THIS COLLEGE'S FOUNDERS. WE 

HAVE ROOM TO GROW. TH.i\T IS A STATEMEN'I' FEW COLLEGES CAN MAKE TODAY. 

IN ADDITION, NATURE HAS GIVEN US SOME VERY PLEASANT SURROUNDINGS. 

THERE IS SOMETHING, I THINK, TO THE AGE-OLD IDEA THAT A BIT OF 

SPLENDID ISOLATION CATALYZES THE INTELLECTUAL SPIRIT. 

ANOTHER FACTOR IN OUR IDENTITY IS THE AREA IN WHICH OUR COLLEGE 

RESTS. ONCE MORE WE CAN CONSIDER OURSELVES FORTUNATE. WE HAVE A 

THRIVING URBAN CENTER NEAR OUR COLLEGE. WE ARE NEAR THE GREAT LAKES 

. 
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THA'l1 PROVIDE SOME OF THE BEST VACA'11ION SPOTS IN THE WORLD. FROM 
THIS AREA WE Hl:..VE FOUND BUSINESSES, INDUSTRIES, UNIONS, AND FOUNDA­
TIONS THAT HAVE LEN'r SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT TO THE ESTABLISHING OF THE 
COLLEGE, AND TO ITS PRESERVATION. FEW' COLLEGES CAN CLAIM THE 
DEDICATED COMMUNITY. SUPPORT THA'l' GRAND VALLEY HAS BEEN GIVEN. 
SO FAR, HOWEVER, I HAVE LEF'I' OUT A VITAL ELEMENT IN A COLLEGE'S 
IDENTITY; THE ELEMENT WHICH IS PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL: 
PEOPLE -- PEOPLE AND THEIR IN'l'ERRELATIONSHIPS. NO MATTER HOW 
COMPUTERIZED AND TECHNIC_i\L THE WORLD BECOMES, THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN PEOPLE ARE STILL THE PRIMARY FACTORS THAT DETERMINE SUCCESS 
AND FAILURE, PEACE AND WAR, LOVE AND HATE. IT IS THIS HU.MAN ENVIRON­
MENT AT GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE THAT I WANT TO DISCUSS AT SOME 
LENGTH. 
A PRESIDENT IS SUPPOSED TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP FOR A COLLEGE. WH.i\T 
IS LEADERSHIP? IT IS INITIATING PROGRAMS: IT IS RECOM.M.ENDING 
CURRICULUM: IT IS ASSIGNING BUDGET PRIORITIES: IT IS GUIDING THE 
APPOIN'l1MENT OF STAFF: IT IS DECIDING BUILDING SITES. BUT '11 0 ME, 
BEFORE ANY OF THESE THINGS, LEADERSHIP IS SOMETHING EVEN MORE 
IMPORTANT: IT IS THE MOTIVATION OF A SPIRIT OF REASON AND HARMONY 
IN THE ACADEMIC MILF.AU, FOR THIS SPIRIT PUTS A WHOLE NEW LIGHT 
ON BUDGET, STAFF, AND BUILDING NEGOTIATIONS. 
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AS WE ADDRESS OURSELVES TO ESTABLISHING AT GRAND VALLEY AN ATMOSPHERE 

OF REASONABLE AND TOLERANT HUMAN BEfLi\VIOR, WE FACE A TRYING TASK. 

DESPAIR HAS GROWN IN THE MIDST OF THE AFFLUENCE WHICH CHARACTERIZES 

THIS NATION. THE TREMENDOUS OPTIMISM UPON WHICH THIS COUNTRY WAS 

FOUNDED AND vmICH PROPELLED I'l'S WESTWARD MOVEMENT I ITS INDUSTRIALIZA_­

TION, AND I'l'S TRIUMPH IN TWO WORLD WARS IS DIM,.1\1ING. IT HAS BECOME 

STARKLY EVIDENT IN THE 1960' S THAT WHILE TECJ-INOLOGY HAS BROUGH'I' US 

BRIDGES AND NEW HOSPITALS, IT HAS ALSO BROUGHT US THE H BOMB AND 

NAPALM. IT IS NOT ONLY THE WEAPONS OF WAR 'l'HAT HA VE EMERGED TO CHILL 

THE MECHANICAL OPTIMISM OF THE 'I'WENTIETH CENTURY. MODERN. LIFE HAS 

PROVEN TO BE HARRIED, DISRUPTIVE, AND INDUCIVE TO NERVOUS TENSION. 

AT THE HEIGH'l'S OF OUR MECHANICAL SUCCESS, WE SAW OUR ASTRONAUTS 

EXHIBIT BEFORE OUR EYES 'I'HE BOUNDLESS FREEDOM AND FEARLESSNESS OF MAN. 

BUT EVEN AS WE WATCHED THE TELEVISION WE SAT LOCKED IN OUR OWN 

HOMES, AFRAID TO WALK THE CITY STREETS, EVEN IN OUR OWN NEIGHBORHOODS. 

OUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WERE FOR GENERATIONS THE FOCAL POINT 

OF THE NATION'S SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL OPTIMISM. THEY TURNED ou·r 

THE TRAINED MINDS THAT BUILT OUR COMPLICATED MODERN SOCIETY. BUT 

THEY HAVE NOT ESCAPED FROM THE SPREADING DESPAIR. THEY ARE, IN FACT, 

IN THE MIDDLE OF 'l'HE DESCENT IN THE MAELSTROM. THE CONFLICT INHERENT 

IN THE OUTSIDF. SOCIETY HAS INCITED SIMULTANEOUSLY A VICIOUS INDICTMENT 

OF THE EN'I'IRE AJ.vlERICAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. THE SAME REASONS THAT 
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. . 
YOUNG PEOPLE SEE FOR DESPAIR IN THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE UNIVERSITY 
THEY SEE WRI'r JUST AS LARGE INSIDE. THEY REBEL AT STANDARDIZED 
MASS PRODUCTION COURSES. THEY REBEL AT BUREAUCRATIC MULTIVERSITIES 
THAT DEPERSONALIZE ACADEMIC Y.iATERIAL. THEY REBEL AT DEGREES BECOMING 
YARDSTICKS OF PERSONAL WORTH. THEY REBEL AT THE ENDLESS LISTS OF 
RECIPED ARTICLES AND BOOKS WHICH REPEAT AGAIN THAT WHICH HAS ALREADY 
BEEN REPEATED MANY TIMES, OR THAT WHICH SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN 
AT ALL. THEY REBEL, IN FACT, AT THE ¼"'HOLE IDRi\ THAT EDUCATION 
PROVIDES SOLUTIONS TO SOCIETY'S PROBLEMS. 
THE OLD SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL ORDER IS BEING ATTACKED BY SOME 
AND IS BEING IN TURN DEFENDED BY OTHERS, AND THE FORCES MEE'l' ON 'l'HE 
COLLEGE CAMPUS. INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING HAVE BECOME BATTLE-
FIELDS, AND THE WAR IS NOT ALWAYS ONE OF CLASHING INTELLECTS. THE 
CRITICS OF THE OLD ORDER HA VE NOT BEEN CONTENT WITH SCHOLl',RLY 
FORMUU,TIONS. ACTION, OF'l'EN VIOLENT, HAS INSTEAD TAKEN THE PLACE 
OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS. THOSE WHO PROTECT THE OLD ORDER FIND 
THEMSELVES EQUALLY DRA'i\TN INTO THE EMOTIONAL CONTEXT, AND VIOLENCE 
ON ONE SIDE HAS OFTEN BRED VIOLENCE ON THE OTHER. SOMETIMES i I 
FEEL THAT THE FORCES TW'.T SURROUND US VERGE ON BEING OUT OF CONTROL. 
WE LIVE IN AN ATMOSPHERE RIDDEN ON ONE HAND WI'l'H SENSELESS AND 
UNTHINKING CONDEMNATIONS OF TODAY'S YOUTH MOVEMENTS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, WE FIND YOUTHFUL DEMONS'l'RATORS TALKING OF REVOLUTION WITHOUT 
EVER HAVING SEEN A COPY OF MARX OR LENIN, FIGHTING MINDLESSLY AGAINST 
-6­
AN UNDEFINED "ES'l'ABLISHMENT." I AM RE.MINDED INTELLECTUALLY OF BEING 
ON MATTHE\'11 ARNOLD'S DOVER BEACH WHERE: 
••• WE ARE HERE AS ON A DARKLING PLAIN 
SWEPT WITH CONFUSED ALARMS OF S'rRUGGLE AND FLIGHT 
WHERE IGNORANT ARMIES CLASH BY NIGHT. 
r 
IT IS TIME WE GATHERED OUR WITS, FOR THE POLEMICS SOUND TOO HARSH 
AND THE HAND IS BECOMING TOO QUICK ON ALL SIDES TO FOLLOW 'l'HE BIT'l1ER­
NESS OF THE WORDS. STUDENTS OCCUPY :OUILDINGS, LEGISLATURES TAKE 
AWAY FUNDING, AND THE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ARE CAUGH'l' IN THE 
MIDDLE. THE ACTIONS, STUDY, AND DECISIONS THAT WOULD MOVE US TOWARD 
NEW VALUES IN COLLEGES, COMMUNITIES, AND EVENTUALLY PERHAPS IN ALL 
OF AMERICAN SOCIETY,. CANNOT TAKE PL..:z\.CE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF THREAT. 
WE MUST FREE OURSELVES OF THE EMOTIONAL ACTIONS AND REACTIONS 'l'HAT 
ARE BEGINNING TO CHARACTERIZE THIS NATION'S SOCIAL LIFE AND ITS 
POLITICS. I DO NOT MEAN TO IMPLY THAT CONFLICT CAN BE TOTALLY 
ELIMINATED. HIS'l10RY CLEARLY SHOWS TI-ii\T CONFLICT IS INEVITABLE IN 
HUMAN LIFE. THE PROBLEMS ARE HOW CONFLICT IS RESOLVED AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH IT TAKES PLACE. 
INAUGURAL ADDRESSES ARE OF'l'EN PEP RALLIES IN WHICH A SIDE IS ENDORSED 
AND THE ENEMY INVOKED. MY MESSAGE TODAY IS JUST THE REVERSE. I 
AM NOT HERE TO TAKE SIDES. I SEE THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT OF A COLLEGE 
AS A PL..i\CE WHERE THE INEVITABLE HUMAN CONFLICTS ARE ARBITRATED AND 
ISSUES SETTLED. LET ME BRING SOME ISSUES TO BEAR TO ILLUSTRATE 
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WHAT I MEAN. I HAVE BEEN TOLD BY SOME THAT 'l'HIS COLLEGE MUST CHOOSE 
BETWEEN LIBERAL ARTS AND SPECIALIZED OR TECHNICAL TRAINING. HOW 
MANY COLLEGES HAVE BEEN FOOLED OR PUSHED INTO A BIFURCATION OF THIS 
ISSUE? IS THIS COLLEGE TO TAKE UP THE SWORD FOR LIBERAL ARTS WHILE 
IGNORING A SOCIE'I'Y .THAT DEMANDS FROM ITS SCHOOLS THE TRAINED PERSONNEL 
TO KEEP OUR ECONOMY ALIVE? OR ARE WE TO :V.iAN THE BARRICADES FOR 
TECHNICAL 'l'RAINING AT THE EXPENSE OF EDUCA'l'ING THE CRITICAL AND 
HISTORICALLY CONSCIOUS MINDS THAT A HEALTHY DEMOCRACY DEMANDS? I 
WILL ENDORSE NEI'l'HER SUCH APPROACH. THIS COLLEGE WAS BUILT ON A 
SOLID LIBER7\L ARTS BASIS AND THERE IT WILL STAY. LIBERAL ARTS WILL 
BE NOURISHED AS THE CENTRAL ELEMENT OF OUR TRADITION AND PROTECTED 
FROM THE SERVICE-ORIENTED ROLE THAT HAS DILUTED SO MANY LIBERAL 
ARTS PROGRAMS ALL AROUND '11HE NATION. BUT THE AREA THAT SUP.ROUNDS 
US, AND THE NATION, DEMAND TECHNICAL AND SPECIALIZED TRAINING 
FROM THEIR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, AND WE ARE MOVING '1'0 PROVIDE 
THIS TRAINING TOO. WE ARE PROUD OF OUR URBAN AFFAIRS INSTITUTE, OUR 
BUSINESS INTERNSHIP PROGRAM, AND OUR TEACHER EDUCATION CENTER. WE 
ARE ANTICIPATING SEVERAL MORE INSTITUTES AND CENTERS WHICH WILL 
PROVIDE OUR COLLEGE WITH A CLOSE LINK TO THE URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL 
MILEAU THAT SURROUND US. 
WHAT ABOUT THE OMNIPRESENT ISSUE OF STUDENT PROTEST?· SHALL WE GRANT 
EVERY STUDENT DEMAND, OR SHALL WE CALL IN THE TROOPS TO QUIET ANY 
STUDENT WHO QUESTIONS AUTHORITY? EITHER ACTION IS AN OPPORTUNISTIC 
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ATTEMPT TO KEEP STUDENTS' MOUTHS SHUT ABOUT WHAT IS WRONG IN 'l'HE 
UNIVERSITY AND THE WORLD. I THINK ·wE HAD BETTER OPEN OUR EARS TO 
STUDENT COMMENTARY ON OUR COLLEGE POLICIES. AF'l'ER ALL, NO ONE 
CAN ACCUSE 'l'HE AMERICAN COLLEGE IN THIS GENER.AT ION OF BEING SO 
SUCCESSFUL THl\.T IT DOES NOT NEED SOME CRITICISM. I FURTHER 
BELIEVE WE SHOULD INSURE A STUDENT VOICE IN THE COLLEGE DECISIONS. 
I AM GOING TO ENCOURAGE, AS BEST I CAN, CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE 
STUDENTS BY BOTH FACULTY AND ADMINISTRA'l'ION. WE ARE ADDING STUDENTS 
REGULARLY TO COLLEGE COMI'-1ITTEES. STUDEN'l'S HELPED US DRAW UP 'l'HE 
RULES AND REGUL..ATIONS HANDBOOK, AND NOW THAT IT IS MADE THEY WILL 
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF HELPING US DECIDE WHERE CRANGES WILL HAVE 
TO BE M.ADE IN ITS CONTENT. WE'RE LISTENING, AND WE'RE CHANGING, 
BUT THAT DOESN'T ENTAIL BEING PUSHED AROUND BY IDEOLOGUES WHOSE 
AIM IS NOT IMPROVF,MENT AND UNDERSTANDING, BUT THE DES'I'RUCTION OF 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. I STAND BEHIND EVERY STUDENT WHO BELIEVES 
THA'l1 A COLLEGE SHOULD NO'l' ACT AS A MOUTHPIECE FOR THE CURRENT REGIME 
AND ITS VALUES. THE UNIVERSITY HAS AN INTELLECTUAL COMMITMENT TO 
TRUTH AND OBJECTIVITY TO UPHOLD, GROUNDED IN CENTURIES OF SCHOLARLY 
TOIL. BUT I ALSO SAY TO THAT SAME STUDENT, NEITHER SHOULD THE 
--UNIVERSI'l'Y, THROUGH THREAT AND COERCION, BECOME THE UNVHTTING ALLY 
OF AN IDEOLOGY OF ANTI-GOVERNMENT AND ANTI-ES'l'ABLISHMENT VIEWS. 
THIS COLLEGE WILL SERVE AS NOBODY'S FOIL. 
YET ANOTHER CRISIS SUBJECT. ARE WE TO TAKE UP THE RESEARCH BATTLECRY, 
HOPING FOR INSTITUTIONAL FAME, WHILE WE SKIP OVER THE ACADEMIC 
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IN TIME? OR SHALL WE DEF'END SOME VAGUE CONCEPT OF "GOOD TEACHING" 
AGAINST RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION, WITH THE RESULTS OF A L..ACKLUSTER 
ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH CRI'l'ICAL MINDS DIM AS CLASS NOTES GRO\'J' 
YELLOWED WI'11H PASSING YEARS? NEITHER OF THESE ROUTES !l'.i.AKES 
ACADEMIC SENSE. WE ARE ESTABLISHED AS A TEACHING INS'11I'i'U'rION AND 
THAT WE WILL STAY. WE ARE WORKING TO GUARANTEE THAT EXCELLENT 
TEACHING WILL BE REWARDED IN PROMOTION AND TENURE CONSIDERATIONS. 
BUT WE WILL ALSO ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBLE SCHOLARSHIP AND RESEARCH, 
KNOWING THAT CONDUCTED WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF REASON, AND WITHOUT THE 
PRESENCE OF THREA'J.1 , IT WILL STIMULA'l'E BETTER CLASSROOM TEACHING. 
HOW ABOUT THE OLD ISSUE OF THE RELA'l'IONSHIP BETWEEN THE COLLEGE 
AND THE STATE IN WHICH IT RESIDES? ARE WE WARDS OF THE LEGISLATURE, 
THE STATE, AND THE COMMUNITY, READY TO BOW TO THEIR EVERY WISH HUMBLY? 
OR ARE WE AN INTELLECTUAL FORTRESS REMOVED FROM THE SURROUNDING 
AREAS, AND READY TO FIGHT OFF PUBLIC PRESSURES IF NECESSARY? MY 
ANSWER IS THAT A COLLEGE IS A UNIQUE PLACE, FOR IT IS A CENTER OF 
LEARNING AND CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF ALL THAT SURROUNDS IT. IT IS 
A PLACE IN THE MIDS'l1 OF OUR BUSTLING SOCIETY WHERE IDEAS ARE ALLOWED 
TO FLOW FREELY WITHOUT REGARD OF CONSEQUENCE, AND WHERE INCREASED 
UNDERSTANDING OF A SUBJECT OR PROBLEM IS ADVANCED AS THE HIGHEST 
VALUE OF OUR PURSUITS. AND I WILL STAKE MY JOB ON THE PRCYI'ECTION 
OF THIS FREEDOM. BUT, TO ACT AS IF WE ARE AN ISLAND IS ABSURD. 
-
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WE ARE NOT IM.MUNE F'ROM THE COMMUNITY AND STATE IN WHICH WE RESIDE, 
OR FROM ITS LAWS. NEITHER ARE WE IMMUNE, AND HERE IS SOMETHING SO 
MANY COLLEGES CONVENIENTLY FORGET IN FITS OF EDUCATIONAL CHAUVINISM, 
FROM ITS OPPORTUNITIES. WE WILL ASK TO BE RECOGNIZED AS A UNIQUE 
LEARNING INSTITUTION. BUT WE WILL ATTEMPT, ON THE O'EHER HAND, TO 
SHOW OUR GOODWILL TOWARD 'l'HE COMMUNITY, THE STATE, AND ITS AGENTS. 
THEY, AFTER ALL, NOURISH US: THEY GIVE US THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN 
AND STUDY. AND TO 'l'HE EASILY FORGO'I'TEN TAXPAYER WHO GETS A LIT'rLE 
LESS MONEY TO TAKE HOME EA.CH MONTH SO THAT WE MAY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO DEDICATE THESE NEW BUILDINGS TODAY, I FEEL NO LOSS OF PRIDE IN 
-SAYING, "THANK YOU, WE NEED YOU, AND WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP."
THE SUCCESS OF THIS COLLEGE, OF ALL COLLEGES, DEPENDS ON 'I'HE DEVELOP- ,. 
MENT OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS BUILT ON REASON. THE ENVIRONMENT MUST 
BE OPEN AND HONEST, AND THE ETHOS CONDUSIVE TO THE FREE FLOW OF 
IDEAS. THERE MUST BE RESPECT FOR INDIVIDUALS, NO MATTER HOW MUCH 
YOU DEPLORE THEIR POINTS OF VIEW. WE WANT AN ATMOSPHERE WHERE A 
MISTAKE IN YOUR WORK DOESN'T COST YOUR JOB, BUT INSTEAD ELICITS HELP 
FROM COLLF ..l\GUES TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR TASKS. STUDENTS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
THE YOUNG SCHOLARS AND THINKERS TH.i'.\T THEY ARE, NOT REGARDED AS 
SECOND CLASS CITIZENS TO BE PUNISHED FOR FAILURE TO IMITATE THE 
VALUES AND MORES OF PROFESSORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. I WANT AN ENVIRON­
MENT WHERE AS PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE, I CAN OPENLY EXPRESS MY 
--------=illlll'l1i'I!'? 
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OPINIONS TO FACULTY MEMBERS AND OTHER ADMINISTRl-l.TORS, FOR THEY WILL 
UNDERSTAND THAT I DO NOT EXPECT MY VIEWS TO BE THEIRS. I BELIEVE 
WE CAN BUILD AN ENVIRONMENT FREE FROM COERCION, FREE FROM BAT'l1LECRYS, 
AND FREE FROM THE VICIOUS ACTIONS AND REACTIONS THAT HAVE CHARACTER-
IZED TOO .VJ.ANY COLLEGE CAMPUSES IN RECENT YEARS. THIS ENVIRONMENT 
WOULD GIVE US AN IDENTITY WORTHY OF ANY COLLEGE. A COLLEGE COJv'lMUNITY 
WITH THIS ENVIRONMENT NOT ONLY WOULD HAVE A BETTER CHANCE OF 
ACADEMIC DISTINCTION, BUT WOULD EARlJ THE RESPECT AND APPRECIATION 
OF THE S'11ATE I'l' SERVES. 
WORKING TOWARD SUCH AN IDENTITY WILL BE HARD IN 'l'HIS CRISIS-RIDDEN 
SOCIETY, l-\.ND WE DON'T EVEN EXPECT OUR SUCCESS TO BE IM1\1EDIATE OR 
COMPLE'l'E. BUT I AM A STRONG BELIEVER IN WHAT IS SOMETIMES CALLED 
THE "LONG HAUL," AND WE WILL BE TENACIOUS. SAYING THAT REASON CAN 
PREVAIL IN HlJ1v'iAN AFFAIRS AND BECOME THE WATCHWORD IN AN INSTITUTIONAL 
SYS'l'EM IS A STATEMENT OF HOPE. AND IN SPITE OF OUR EDUCATIONAL AND 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS, I DON'T MIND MAKING I'l1 EXACTLY THAT. WHERE WILL 
THIS NATION AND ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM BE UNTIL HOPE RE'rURNS TO 
HUMAN AFFAIRS, AND A NOTE OF OPTIMISM ONCE MORE ENTERS THE DIALOGUE 
OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE? AS I SPEAK OF THIS, I REMEMBER A VERSE FROM 
CARL SANDBURG: 
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THIS OLD ANVIL - THE PEOPLE, YES. 
THIS OLD ANVIL LAUGHS AT MANY BROKEN HAMMERS. 
THERE ARE MEN WBO CAN ' T BE BOUGH'l'. 
THERE ARE WOMEN BEYOND PURCHASE. 
THE FIREBORN ARE AT HOME IN FIRE. 
THE STARS MAKE NO NOISE. 
YOU CAN'T HINDER 'l'HE WIND FROM BLOWING. 
TIME IS A GREAT TEACHER. 
WHO CAN LIVE WITHOUT HOPE? 
